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Disclaimer:  In no way is this publication meant to be offensive to anyone, AT
ALL! It is merely information I have collected and I feel it my obligation to
share it with others. Some of the names of boulders or problems may be in
contrast to a person’s previous notions, and I apologize. However, they are

merely rocks in the woods and anyone who is upset by the following pages needs
to lighten up. We are climbers. We share in a passion that is far greater
than any name or problem can do justice. So if I got it wrong, don’t get
pissed. Just contact me and I’ll change it. Regardless, I hope this does

what I have set out for it to do:  To show the Southeast and the rest of the
country the wonderful, and all too often taken for granted, little place the

locals call Lilly.

Acknowledgements:  Although this publication is not for profit or gain of any kind, the 
information in this guide did not come from thin air, so a few thanks are in order. Information on 
Logistics came from the Southeastern Climbers Coalition’s website so thanks SCC. Also, a few 
things may have accidentally been influenced by Chris Watford’s The Dixie Cragger’s Atlas so I 
thank him for his inspiration and his book. We should all thank him, by the way. I would also like 
to thank all the climbers from UT who have been all too influential to my own climbing. The UT 
Climbing Club is bad ass. And a particular thanks to Adam and Angie for their continued hard 
work on behalf of UT climbers. Next, there have been many people who have helped contribute 
to the history of Lilly Boulders. For fear of leaving a name off, I won’t mention any. But to all the 
climbers of the Obed and specifically Lilly Boulders, thank you for making Lilly what it is today. 
You all know who you are, so my most sincere thanks. Lastly, I must indeed include the Law 
Enforcement Officials of Oak Ridge, Oliver Springs, Wartburg, and the surrounding 
areas/counties. The many (over 4 in the last six months) speeding violations I have been cited 
with prove that they are doing their part as well. Thanks again to all.

Please Read:  Just as climbing is “inherently dangerous”, climbing is also inherently special. Far 
too much preaching goes on about this so I’ll be brief:  Take care of each and every place, be it 
public or private, that you climb. Don’t trash the place. And if you couldn’t care less about the 
environmental impact, just think about the impact on the climbing community.

If we trash places, the enviros will have something to bitch about we climbers are easy targets. So 
just be mindful of what you do and how you act. And just remember, it’s unhealthy to shit where 
you eat.
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Lilly Boulders, Tennessee
a guide by Chris M. Driscoll

Logistics:  From Knoxville, take I-40 west to 
Harriman. From Harriman, follow US 27 North to 
Wartburg. From Wartburg, follow US 27 North for about five miles. Turn left on Hwy. 62. Take 
Hwy. 62 to Lancing. From the obvious railroad crossing in Lancing, drive for about three more 
miles and turn left on Ridge Road. Follow Ridge Road and cross Lilly Bridge. Continue up the hill 
and turn left onto the gravel road that leads to Lilly Buttress Overlook. Park in the Overlook parking 
lot and follow the Lilly Boulders Trail. It will cross the road and link up with a wooden foot bridge 
and you are there. Start Crankin’.

Season:  Being in the South, there is generally good climbing from early October through late April. 
The best times, of course, are Fall and late Winter. Summer climbing is possible, although the 
friction might as well be that of a marble countertop. If things get too greasy, either bring your gear
for the great cragging across the street, or bring your kayak.

Things to Know:  The boulders at Lilly are sandstone. This means two things: 1, if the rocks are 
wet, what are usually good holds may tend to break. And 2, sandstone in the South usually means 
roofs and that is the case of Lilly. Be sure to work on that core strength prior to you trip out.

Gear:  All you need for a great day at Lilly is a pad, a pair of shoes, and chalk. As far as chalk goes, 
if you want to be cool, have a chalk pot; they are all the rage right now (check out 
kriegclimbing.com).

Food:  There are many dining establishments in Tennessee; choose one if you like. But be like a 
normal boulderer, bring your own food and just eat your P.B. and Banana sandwich at the boulder 
field. Oh, and don’t forget that you WILL need food. Nothing ruins a perfectly good bouldering trip 
than your best friend riding your ass all afternoon because he’s hungry and forgot to bring anything.

Here is selection of local diners by Del (see camping below): "One is the Cappacino Cafe that 
serves some killer gourmet coffee and the other is the Main Street Cafe (cheap, big burgers and 
such). We have also talked the owner of the store (Little Country Store) at the end of our road to 
carry a few micro brews instead of the normal AB selection. He will also give you a discount if you 
tell him you are staying at our pace! Try to find a Sierra Nevada Pale Ale in another tiny town in the 
South!"

Camping:  Camping is a dicey situation at the Obed. However, a great option is to camp at Del and 
Marte’s. They have land at the Obed and offer camping to all climbers charging a camping fee of 
$3/night/person and $2/dog. To get there, take Ridge road towards Lilly Bridge and just past Doc 
Howard Road (to the left), there is a driveway on the right. Turn onto the driveway and take the 
immediate left fork. Drive slowly, by the way. This road will lead to the camping. Oh, and keep it 
down at night, this is Del and Marte’s home so treat it as such.

Nashville
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11.

12.

13.

14.

15.

16.

17.

18.

Great Roof

Firewater 
F R

V5
SDS. Start on bad undercling and crimp and climb out and over the 
lip.

Evan’s Roof Problem 
F R

V8
SDS. Start on crimps and use micro crimps to climb out the roof to 
end same as Firewater.

Great Roof Classic 
F R

V5
SDS. Right of Evan's Roof Problem, climb on good holds to the 
seam at the roof.

Project 
F R

Vlong
Climb the roof.

Project 
F R

V?

Nameless 
F R

V5
SDS. Start left of Porch Monkey and climb out the roof and end on 
a jug.

Porch Monkey 
F R

V5
SDS. Start on crimps and make big move to the roof and then pull 
the lip.

Nameless 
F R

V6
Climb the face and out the small roof.

Nameless 
F R

V4
Climb the face and out the small roof.

Iron Mike 
F R

V6
SDS. Far left of the six foot roof. Climb out and over the lip.

Access Fun 
F R

V6
SDS. Right of Iron Mike, climb out and over lip.

Access Denied  
F R

V6
SDS. Ten feet right of Access Fun, climb tricky moves to crescent 
shaped incut, then out the lip of the roof.

Access Issues 
F R

V8
SDS. Start just left of off width crack and make big moves on small 
hold out the roof and up.

Tilting Left 
F R

V5
SDS. Start low and left and follow up fingerlock slots.

Tilta-Whirl 
F R

V8/9
Start on slanted sloping edge and climb the face.

Tilta-Whirl Direct 
F R

V13
SDS. Start far under roof and climb over a horizontal bulge to link 
up with Tilta-Whirl. No repeats as of yet?

Whirlpool 
F R

V7/8
SDS. Just right of overhang, start with campus move up crazy 
feeling holds.

Tilting Right 
F R

V4/5
SDS. Climb the face on the right side of the boulder.

19.

20.

Yo-Yo
F R

V3
Climb the face with good crimps and side pulls.

Walk the Dog
F R

V4
Climb the face.

21.

22.

23.

24.

25.

26.

Around the World
F R

V6
Traverse the Yo-yo boulder either direction.

Smiley Face
F R

V3
Choose your own adventure.

Shark’s Fin Left 
F R

V5
Climb the left side arete.

Shark’s Fin Direct, Project Vsick
Climb the face making huge moves from razorblade crimpers.

Shark’s Fin Right
F R

V8ish
Climb the right side arete. Hard!!!

Lilly Hand Crack
F R

5.10+
Just up from the Shark’s Fin, there is a killer hand crack. Either 
bring a lot of pads, or bring your rack.
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Turansformer Boulder

White Ball Left
F R

5.8
Climb the highball boulder left of the arete.

White Ball Arete 
F R

V2
Climb jugs and side pulls to an easy top out.

Nameless 
F R

V3
Start in middle of face and climb good holds. Multiple variations.

Nameless 
F R

V4
SDS. Follow crimps up to big jug just below the top of the boulder.

Cockblocker 
F R

V5
SDS. Start right of the bulge and climb to the same jug as previous 
problem using small crimps.

Long Arm of the Law 
F R

V4
SDS. Make big move to pull the lip and finish up on the nearby 
jug.

Rim Shot 
F R

V7
SDS. Make powerful moves out to the lip on micro crimps. Ends 
on  second set of jugs.

Power Rangers 
F R

V6
SDS. Start on low crimps and make moves out the roof to a big 
throw. End same as Rim Shot.

Turanasaurus
F R

V3
Climb the arete on the end of the Turansformer Boulder.

Big Shot Traverse 
F R

V4/5
SDS. Start low on good holds and climb out the lip.

Slap Shot 
F R

V10
SDS. Start way under the roof and make hard moves that lead into 
easier V6 climbing.

Last Shot Traverse
F R

V4/5
SDS. Start low and right of roof and follow the bad slopers out the 
lip.

Nameless
F R

V1
Climb the juggy face.

Nameless
F R

V1
Climb the juggy face.

Fish food
F R

V4
SDS. Climb the face with fair holds.

Puffer
F R

V5
SDS. Climb the overhanging face.

Flounder
F R

V4/5
SDS. Start under roof and make big move to crimps to end on big 
flake.

Nameless
F R

V2/3
Climb the face. Plenty of variations.

19. Arete of Flounder
F R

5.6
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The Maze

Project 
F R

V?
Start in the middle of boulder and climb roof out to a hard top out.

Vegideath 
F R

V4
SDS. Start on undercling and pocket and top out to the right.

Bering Straight 
F R

V6
SDS. Start low and right under roof and make a series of iron cross 
moves to end on the arete.

My First Problem 
F R

V1
SDS. Start low and right and follow jugs out the lip. Ends by tree.

Justinian, The Conqueror 
F R

V4
Start in middle of #4 and top out with slopers beside the tree.

Flexorcise Contrived
F R

V8
SDS. Start right of normal start hold on two tiny crimps and move 
into normal start hold.

Flexorcise 
F R

V7
SDS. Start on obvious micro crimp rail in middle of boulder and 
pull the lip.

Nameless Traverse 
F R

V3
Start left of Flexorcise and follow good holds up and right.

Beaver Traverse 
F R

V3
Start low and right and follow the seam under the roof.

Beaver Project 
F R

Vsick
Start low and right under roof and climb micro crimps out and left 
to hard top out.

Beaver Dookie
F R

V6
Start low on right side of roof and traverse the lip out left.

Buddah’s Belly 
F R

V4
SDS. Start on side pull and crimp and make huge throws to awful 
slopers and top out. Hardest V4 ever.

Crimp Creole 
F R

V3
SDS. Follow obvious chalked crimps. End on jug.

Babylon 2
F R

V2

Warm-up Dyno 
F R

V2

Babylon 3
F R

V3

Babylon 5
F R

V5

Bubble Blast 
F R

V4
Climb the arete.

19.

20.

Aretes of Fun 
F R

V1
SDS. Climb the short arete.

K. B. Problem 
F R

V4
SDS. Start on right facing crimp and follow micro crimps to a big 
move into a shallow flared pocket.

21.

22.

23.

24.

25.

26.

27.

28.

29.

30.

31.

32.

Ameliated Traverse 
F R

V5
Start on Ameliation and end on Aretes of Fun.

Ameliation 
F R

V3
SDS. Start on left side of arete and use good holds on both sides to 
a good top out.

Junior’s Corner 
F R

V6
Start low and left and follow jugs, then the slot out the arete and 
top out the huge flake.

Testify 
F R

V12
Start under Junior's Corner and follow horrible micro crimps out to 
the lip.

Another Litz Blitz 
F R

V11
Start under O.P.P. and follow micro crimps out the lip.

25b. Chinese Arithmetic
F R

V13
SDS to Litz Blitz.

O.P.P.
F R

V7
SDS. Start on crimpy rails, make moves up and left to a juggy slot 
twelve feet up.

Invisible Man
F R

V5
Right of O.P.P. Climb half way up the face to jug.

Money Shot 
F R

V8
Start under roof on crimps and make a huge gaston. Then pull the 
lip with no feet.

Project
F R

V?

Traveling Freak Show
F R

V5
Start under left side of roof and follow the lip out and then up.

Fly Trap
F R

V7
Start under roof in middle and go out on bad crimps to end on 
White Fly.

White Fly
F R

V5
SDS. Start low and right, follow crimps up the lip and end on a 
shark fin.
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Hemlock Boulder

Hooker Left
F R

V3
Start on the left end of the roof and traverse the lip.

Hooker Right
F R

V3
SDS. Start on the right end of the roof and traverse the lip.

Hooker
F R

V6
Start on Hooker Right and make a circle with Right, Left, and the 
seam under the roof.

Hemlock Arete 
F R

V4
SDS. Start low and climb the arete. Incredible top out.

Slam Dunk 
F R

V5
Start on good crimp and make a big throw to a sloper.

Nameless 
F R

V5
SDS. Climb crimps the first half; slopers the second half.

Hemlock Traverse 
F R

V7
SDS. Start on left end of boulder and go right to top out on 
Hemlock Arete.

Jack Slap 
F R

V7
Start low on right side of boulder and make cool moves up to a 
great top out. A true sds can add a couple of moves at V8.

Nameless 
F R

V3
SDS. Left of Jack Slap. Climb the face.

Nameless 
F R

V5
Start left end of roof and traverse to the start of Oil Spill.

Hume Problem
F R

V9/10
Start well under roof and follow straight out the most prominent 
line.

Pocketeer
F R

V6
Start in front of tree, follow pockets to a scary top out.

Oil Spill
F R

V5
Follow good holds out the middle of the roof.

Nameless
F R

V7
Climb the roof.

Backside Traverse
F R

V5
Start right and back of roof and follow the lip out.

Broken Heart 
F R

V5
SDS. Climb the left side of the roof. Towards the boulder.

Broken Arrow 
F R

V6
SDS. Climb the center line of the roof.

Broken Promises 
F R

V6ish
SDS. Climb the right side of the roof.

19.

20.

Broken Ankles
F R

V2/3
Climb the face.

Ugly 
F R

V3
Cool slabby problem.

21.

22.

23.

24.

Uglier
F R

V4
SDS. Hop over the lip with a campus move and climb the face.

Ugliest
F R

V3/4
SDS. Once again, get over the lip and climb the face.

Make It Last 
F R

V4
Climb the short face. Eliminate type thing.

Save the Last Dance
F R

V4
More face climbing antics.
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Lillypad

Contrition 
F R

V5
SDS. Start on two crimps and follow up and right to the top out. 
The huge flake is off, by the way.

House Needs a New Roof 
F R

V4
Start under small roof and mantle, then finish up the face.

Open House 
F R

V3
Climb the face.

House Party 
F R

V2
Use the face and arete to get to the top.

Nameless 
F R

V4
SDS. Start low and follow sloping, incut rails to a fun top out.

E.G.B.
F R

V5
SDS. Start left of #5 and go right and up to an easy top out.

Nameless
F R

V4
Start dead center of boulder and climb the face.

Nameless
F R

V9/10
SDS. Climb the face just right of the seam. Bad landing, but great 
problem.

Nameless
F R

V6
SDS. Ride the seam up the face. Once again, bad landing.

Nameless Arete
F R

V5
Climb the highball arete. Bring your nerves, a fall from the top 
could spell disaster.

Nameless
F R

V3

Scrambled Eggs
F R

V3

Projects
F R

V?

Lillypad A
F R

V?
Climb the face.

Lillypad B
F R

V?
Climb the face.

Lillypad C
F R

V?
Climb the face.

Lillypad D
F R

V?
Climb the face.

Lillypad E
F R

V?
Climb the face.

19.

20.

Nintendo Power
F R

V4
Climb the dirty arete.

Mario Brothers
F R

V9
Climb the seemingly blank face.

21.

22.

23.

24.

Donkey Kong Klassic
F R

V6/7
Climb the face using small, very spread out crimps.

R.C. Pro Am
F R

V6
Climb the face using crimps and side pulls.

The Legend of Zelda:
Lilly’s Awakening

F R

V8

SDS. Start low on crimpy jug and make a big move to a left hand 
crimp and then make an even bigger move to a small slot.

Bomberman
F R

V4
SDS. Climb the fun face to a weird top half of the problem.
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